
 

UK Retirement Rentals 

Registered Address: Bushes Wind Hill, Magdalen Laver, Ongar, England, CM5 0DS 
Registered in England: 11767439 
Call: 0203 9677 960 
Email: admin@ukretirementrentals.com 

14 Homenene House, Peterborough (Orton Goldhay) — retiree area guide 
Tucked just off Bushfield at the Ortongate/Orton Centre, 14 Homenene House sits in a 
calm, level pocket of the Ortons: everyday shops on the doorstep, buses at the corner, and 
easy green spaces for gentle, leafy loops. This guide focuses on what life feels like here for 
a retired resident—especially if step-free routes, quiet convenience, and easy routines 
matter.  

At a glance 

• Flat, walkable neighbourhood next to Ortongate Shopping Centre for groceries and 
everyday bits (Co-op Food, Iceland Food Warehouse, QD and B&M), plus plenty of 
places to pause.  

• Short walk to frequent Stagecoach buses from Bushfields/Orton Valley Centre; 
step-free national rail at Peterborough station (lifts to all platforms).  

• Nene Park (Ferry Meadows & Orton Mere) and Crown Lakes Country Park for easy, 
scenic, level paths with regular benches.  

• GP surgeries and pharmacies around the Orton Centre (Willow Tree Surgery / Nene 
Valley Medical Practice; Lloyds Pharmacy). Peterborough City Hospital (A&E) is a 
short drive or bus ride.  

• Community spaces on the doorstep—Orton Library and Bushfield Leisure Centre—
with accessible facilities and welcoming programmes.  

The neighbourhood vibe 

Step outside into the Ortons’ wide pavements, dropped kerbs and tree-lined streets—the 
sort of place where popping to the shops is a five-minute amble and a chat. Ortongate 
gives you the essentials without a big trip, while nearby parks draw locals for gentle 
movement, fresh air and a sit when the sun appears. 
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Everyday essentials 

• Groceries & bits: Ortongate anchors include Co-op Food, Iceland Food Warehouse, 
QD and B&M for day-to-day needs. Serpentine Green (Tesco Extra) is close for a 
bigger shop.  

• Pharmacies & health: Willow Tree Surgery (formerly Orton Bushfield Medical 
Practice) and Nene Valley Medical Practice serve the area; Lloyds Pharmacy sits 
within the Orton Centre parade.  

• Post & banking: Post Office services operate nearby at Orton Malborne (Herlington); 
cashpoints/ATMs are available around Ortongate.  

Getting around (easy options, little effort) 

• On foot or with a mobility aid: Pavements are largely level with dropped kerbs 
around the centre and library—handy for “walk—sit—walk” outings.  

• By bus: Regular Stagecoach 1 services link Orton Valley Centre with Queensgate 
(city centre) and beyond—roughly every 10–20 minutes in the day.  

• By train: Peterborough station offers step-free access via lifts to all platforms for 
trips north, south and across the region.  

• By car or taxi: Free parking around Ortongate and Blue Badge bays by key venues 
make quick errands straightforward. Local firms offer pre-bookable accessible 
vehicles.  

Green spaces 

• Nene Park (Ferry Meadows & Orton Mere): Miles of surfaced, level paths beside 
lakes and meadows; cafés and lots of seating for gentle loops.  

• Crown Lakes Country Park: An easy, mostly flat circuit around former brick-pit 
lakes—good for a breezy half-hour stroll.  
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Culture, coffee & community 

• Orton Library: Close-by hub with computers, printing and adaptive technology; 
relaxed space for reading groups and drop-ins.  

• Key Theatre & Peterborough Museum: Accessible venues in the city centre for 
matinees, talks and small exhibitions; both provide step-free routes/lift access.  

• Cafés & everyday stops: Starbucks (Ortongate Retail Park) and café options within 
the centre (e.g., Café Smile in QD) for a sit-down after a wander.  

Accessibility notes for disabled retirees 

• Step-free lifestyle: The immediate area is mostly level; library and leisure centre 
have accessible facilities, with free parking nearby.  

• Transport accessibility: Stagecoach advertises low-floor, easy-access buses on 
local routes; Peterborough rail is fully step-free with lifts.  

• Blue Badge & parking: Free parking around Ortongate makes quick errands simple—
always check local signage.  

A gentle day from your front door 

Begin with a coffee at Ortongate, then amble along the level paths to Crown Lakes for a 
lakeside loop and a sit. After lunch, hop on the 1 bus to the city centre for an hour at the 
museum—or a matinee at the Key—before picking up groceries on the way home and 
putting the kettle on as the afternoon light softens.  

Who this location suits 

• Retirees who prefer walkable, level access to daily amenities 
• Anyone who enjoys green spaces close by without needing a car 
• Those who value quiet convenience with culture and services within easy reach 
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Approximate distances (on foot) 

• Ortongate shops & cafés: 2–4 minutes 
• Bushfield Leisure Centre: 3–5 minutes 
• Orton Library: 4–6 minutes 
• Bus stops (Bushfields/Orton Valley Centre): 2–3 minutes 
• Nene Park (Ferry Meadows): ~35–45 minutes on foot (or a short taxi/bus to the car 

parks) 
• Peterborough city centre (Queensgate / Museum): ~20–25 minutes by bus from 

Orton Valley Centre 
• GP surgery / pharmacy: 3–6 minutes 

Notes: Walking times vary with pace and route; bus/rail options offer simple alternatives for 
longer trips or step-free access. 
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