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44 Homefayre House, Fareham — retiree area guide 
Set just off West Street in the heart of Fareham, 44 Homefayre House places you within an 
easy, level walk of shops, cafés and the bus station—everything close enough to make 
daily life smooth and simple. The Solent shore and leafy parkland are nearby, giving a 
balance of convenience and calm. This guide focuses on what life feels like here for a 
retired resident—especially if step-free routes, quiet routines and easy connections matter. 

At a glance 

• Flat, walkable town-centre location with cafés, supermarkets and local services all 
within a few minutes’ stroll. 

• Short walk to Fareham bus station; level access to Fareham railway station for step-
free regional and London travel. 

• Close to West Street shopping, the indoor Fareham Shopping Centre, and 
community facilities. 

• Local GPs and pharmacies nearby; Queen Alexandra Hospital (Cosham) is a short 
bus or taxi ride. 

• Green spaces at Bath Lane Recreation Ground, Cams Hall golf course area, and the 
Solent shoreline within easy reach. 

The neighbourhood vibe 
Step outside and you’re immediately in Fareham’s compact town centre: wide pavements, 
pedestrianised sections, and plenty of benches for an easy pause. West Street is lined with 
shops, banks and cafés, with the covered shopping centre providing year-round 
convenience. The overall pace is steady rather than hurried, with the nearby waterfront and 
parks offering quieter corners when you need them. 

Everyday essentials 

• Groceries & bits: Sainsbury’s, Aldi, and Tesco Express are all within short walking 
distance; smaller convenience stores line West Street. 

• Pharmacies & health: Several pharmacies and GP practices serve the town centre. 
Queen Alexandra Hospital (Cosham) covers A&E and specialist care. 
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• Post & banking: Fareham has multiple Post Office counters, cashpoints and high 
street banks within a few minutes’ walk. 

Getting around (easy options, little effort) 

• On foot or with a mobility aid: Town centre pavements are broad, level and largely 
step-free, with plenty of resting spots. 

• By train: Fareham railway station (about 10–15 minutes on foot or a short bus/taxi) 
offers step-free access to Portsmouth, Southampton, and London. 

• By bus: The central bus station provides frequent services across the Solent area—
handy for shops, hospitals or coast trips without driving. 

• By car or taxi: Blue Badge bays are plentiful around town and near the shopping 
centre. Local taxi firms offer accessible vehicles. 

Green spaces 

• Bath Lane Recreation Ground: Level riverside paths with benches, just a short walk 
from the town centre. 

• Holly Hill Woodland Park: A gentle bus or car trip for woodland strolls, lakes and 
level trails. 

• Solent shoreline: From nearby Portchester Castle to Hill Head beach, flat seafront 
walks with sea air and plenty of stopping points. 

Culture, coffee & community 

• Fareham Library & Ashcroft Arts Centre: A local hub for reading, small performances 
and community activities—both with good accessibility. 

• West Street cafés: A mix of independents and familiar names offer easy coffee 
stops. 

• Fareham Shopping Centre: Indoor, step-free, with shops, cafés and regular 
community events. 
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Accessibility notes for disabled retirees 

• Step-free lifestyle: The town centre is level and largely pedestrianised, with 
accessible toilets and seating in public venues. 

• Transport accessibility: Fareham station is step-free; all local buses are low-floor. 

• Mobility support: Mobility shops in Fareham and nearby Portsmouth provide scooter 
and wheelchair hire or servicing. 

• Blue Badge & parking: Designated bays close to shops and services, with time-
limited street parking nearby. 

A gentle day from your front door 
Start with a coffee along West Street, then stroll to Bath Lane Recreation Ground for a 
riverside walk and a sit on a bench by the water. After lunch, browse the shops in Fareham 
Shopping Centre or catch a bus to the seafront at Hill Head for sea views and fresh air. 
Return home via the supermarket for a few essentials before putting the kettle on as 
evening settles. 

Who this location suits 

• Retirees who want flat, step-free access to shops and services 

• Those who enjoy green spaces and the sea close by 

• Anyone valuing the convenience of a town centre with easy transport links 

Approximate distances (on foot) 

• West Street shops & cafés: 2–3 minutes 

• Fareham Shopping Centre: 5 minutes 

• Bus station: 5 minutes 

• Railway station: 10–15 minutes (step-free) 

• GP surgery / pharmacy: 5–10 minutes 

• Bath Lane Recreation Ground: 10–12 minutes 

Notes: Walking times vary with pace; buses and taxis provide simple alternatives for longer 
or step-free trips. 
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